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UNECE Statistical Division’s work is defined and approved by the Conference of 

European Statisticians  (CES)

CES Member Countries

1. UNECE Member Countries:

56 Member States: 
• All European countries (incl. European Union, EU Candidates, EFTA, OECD)
• Canada and the United States of America
• Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA)

2. All other OECD countries: Australia, Chile, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, New Zealand

3. Some other countries participating in its work: Brazil, Colombia, South Africa

 Some of the world’s richest countries and countries with a relative low level of
development

 UNECE region is diverse
 UNECE Statistical Division services both countries with developed and with less developed

statistical systems.



UNECE Statistical Division: 65 countries on 5 continents participating in its work



UNECE’s activities on Environment Statistics (and related topics)

Methodological work, 
recommendations

• Climate change-
related statistics

• Extreme events and 
disasters

• Waste statistics
• …

Capacity building

• Environment Statistics 
and SDGs

• SEEA
• Environmental 

Indicators
• Climate Change-

related StatisticsPlatforms for exchange of 
knowledge and experience 

• JTF on Environmental 
Statistics and Indicators

• Expert Fora on CC-
related Statistics

• Joint OECD/UNECE 
Seminars on SEEA 
implementation

• Member States
• EEA
• ESCAP
• Eurostat
• FAO
• OECD
• UNEP

• UNFCCC
• UNISDR
• UNSD
• WHO
• WMO
• World Bank
• …

In close cooperation with

Coordination

• International 
Organisations

• Other relevant 
actors



Some recent examples of our work – methodological work, developing guidance

a) Defines the scope

b) Practical steps to

• Inform emission inventories

• Inform analysis of climate change

• Improve the readiness to produce these data

Emissions

Drivers

Impacts

Mitigation

Adaptation

Climate 
Policy

CES Recommendations on Climate Change-related Statistics

(published in 2015)



Some recent examples of our work – methodological work, developing guidance

Main objective of the work:

To define an internationally comparable set of key 
climate change-related statistics and indicators that can 
be derived from SEEA (to the extent possible) and other 
sources. 

Task Force aimed with a set of about 40 indicators to

a) Paint the picture of the most relevant climate 
change-related issues;

b) Address most relevant current policy questions; 

c) Help to meet upcoming information needs.

Task Force
• Established in 2014 under the auspices of the Bureau of the CES
• Report was approved by the CES Plenary in June 2017
• Follow-up work has been identified: work of Task Force continues until 2019
Members: Italy (chair), Canada, Kyrgyzstan, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Philippines, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Turkey, EEA, Eurostat, FAO, OECD, UNEP, UNFCCC, UNFPA, UNSD

Emissions

Drivers

Impacts

Mitigation

Adaptation

Climate 
Policy

8 indicators

7 indicators

13 indicators

6 indicators

5 indicators

Initial set of core climate change-related indicators and Statistics



Some recent examples of our work – methodological work, developing guidance

Objectives:
• Clarify the role of official statistics.
• Identify practical steps how NSOs can support 

disaster management and risk reduction.
• Identify main data needs and data sources. 
• Identify needs for harmonisation of 

classifications, terms and definitions
• Cooperate with the UN agencies and other 

international organisations working in this area.
• Draft recommendations by end of 2018

Members: Italy (Chair), Armenia, Kazakhstan, Mexico, 
Moldova, New Zealand, South Africa, Turkey, Eurostat, Joint 
Research Centre of the European Union (JRC), UN Office for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP), World 
Health Organization (WHO), World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO)

Close cooperation with ESCAP Expert Group on Disaster-related Statistics and UNISDR

Task Force established in 2015

Measuring Extreme Events and Disasters



Some recent examples of our work – methodological work, developing guidance

Developing a conceptual framework on waste statistics

• Responding to well known weaknesses of official waste statistics:
– No international framework for waste statistics

– No standard international waste classification

– Key terms and definitions are not fully harmonized (e.g. “municipal waste”)

– Boundary between waste, products and secondary raw materials is not clearly defined

– Several waste flows are difficult to measure and thus sometimes included or excluded in the total 
figures (e.g. informal waste management, imports and exports, etc.)

– Different ways to measure the amounts of waste

– Etc.

• Main objective:  develop a conceptual framework on waste statistics and draft a 
glossary of the most important terms and definitions in waste statistics. 

• Members: Netherlands (Chair), Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(editor), Canada, Israel, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Moldova, Russian Federation, Basel 
Convention Secretariat, Eurostat, OECD, UN-Habitat, UNEP, UNSD

Task Force established in 2017



Some recent examples of our work – capacity building

• 2016-2019, carried out by ECE jointly with UN Environment (UNEP) Europe Office, 
closely coordinated with ESCAP and others (e.g. UNSD, UNDP, World Bank)

• Main objective: Strengthen capacity to measure and monitor SDG indicators in 
environment statistics areas. Focus on SDGs 6,7,12,13,14 and 15

• Target countries: Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA)

• Current activities:

• Kazakhstan: National training workshop on Shared Environmental Information Systems 
(SEIS) and Environment Statistics for SDGs (focus on waste and water) held in April 2017

• Tajikistan: National training workshop on Shared Environmental Information Systems (SEIS) 
and Environmental Statistics for SDGs (focus on water and forest) held in October 2017

• Financing of participants from EECCA countries to participate in meetings of the JTF on 
Environment Statistics and Expert Forum on Climate Change-related Statistics

• Training program on SEEA (online training, webinars, workshop in January 2018)

• Planned activities:

• Targeted country missions (expert visits, workshops) upon request and as identified in 
national and sub-regional events (e.g. training workshops in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan 
planned to take place in first half of 2018)

• Sub-regional thematic workshops (e.g. in cooperation with IEA on energy statistics)

UN Development Account (10th tranche) – Environment Pillar



Coordination with other initiatives and actors in the region (examples)

1. ESCAP: Disaster-related Statistics & Capacity building on Environment Statistics and SEEA, 

involvement in ECE Task Forces

2. UNSD: SEEA training, monitoring of SEEA implementation, involvement in ECE Task Forces

3. World Bank: WAVES (Natural Capital Accounting), projects to strengthen the capacity of 

National Statistical Systems (e.g. KAZSTAT, TAJSTAT) 

4. OECD: Green Economy and SEEA implementation, involvement in ECE Task Forces

5. UNDP: Poverty-Environment Initiative; MAPS missions and reports (Kazakhstan, Tajikistan)

6. European Environment Agency: ENI-SEIS II (2016-2020), involvement in ECE Task Forces

7. EU-funded UN Environment (UNEP)’s SEIS Capacity Building project in Central Asia

a) Target countries: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan

b) Main objective: strengthen capacity for data sharing to support state of environment 

reporting and other assessment and reporting processes including on the SDGs

c) Activities: needs and readiness assessments; technical support on environmental data 

sharing; and exchange of knowledge and lessons learned

8. Other UN Environment (UNEP)’s SEIS-related activities in West Balkans:

a) GEF-funded CCCD project in Bosnia and Herzegovina

b) Technical support to Montenegro and Serbia on testing of Indicator Reporting Information 

System (IRIS) tool to support management of national data flows



Conclusions

1. UNECE Secretariat services a very heterogeneous region, up to 65 countries on 5 

continents, with 

a) Methodological work and guidance on environment statistics, SEEA, climate change-

related statistics and statistics related to extreme events and disasters

b) Capacity building (with a focus on EECCA and SEE countries)

c) Providing platforms for the exchange of knowledge and experience

d) Facilitating coordination among International Organizations and other relevant actors

2. Capacity building focusses on EECCA countries

a) In close coordination and cooperation with ESCAP, UNDP, UNEP, UNSD and others

b) Main funding is from UN Development Account (targeting measurement of SDGs)

c) Initiation of work requires clear requests from countries

3. UNECE platforms for exchange of knowledge and experience are open for all CES 

member countries, and also have a strong capacity building and coordination 

component


