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This year marks the sixtieth anniversary of the publication of the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the
Pacific. The first issue, published in 1948, came against the backdrop of the devastation of the Second World War
and set out to provide policy guidance for the recovery and reconstruction of the war-torn countries in the region.
Since then, the Survey has presented an independent analysis of the region’s socioeconomic developments,
provided early warning signals and presented policy options and recommendations. Today, it is considered the
most comprehensive annual review of economic and social development in Asia and the Pacific.

In this context, the Survey examines the region’s key short- and medium-term prospects and challenges in
macroeconomic and selected social areas, especially from the point of view of minimizing human suffering; be it
from economic hardships or social instability. The Survey also explores critical long-term development issues
relevant to all developing countries in the region.

As the 2008 Survey spells out that, having enjoyed the fastest growth in a decade in 2007, the developing
economies in the region are expected to grow at a slightly lower but still robust rate of 7.7 per cent in 2008. The
main short-term challenge to economic prospects comes from the still unraveling sub-prime crisis of the United
States and its possible impact on the world economy. The Survey emphasizes that the region’s solid macroeco-
nomic fundamentals, painstakingly put in place and strengthened through the years, have prepared the countries
of Asia and the Pacific to absorb and adapt to such external shocks.

Despite good economic performance and efforts by Governments to foster social development, there are a
number of fault lines in the region. Over 600 million of the world’s poor still live in Asia, nearly two thirds of the
global total, and mainly in rural areas. Other statistics are equally staggering.  Ninety-seven million children remain
underweight.  Four million children die before reaching age five. While the region is well prepared to ride the
current turbulence in the global economy, even smaller economic shocks can severely affect the most vulnerable
people. The long-term impact of these shocks in terms of poverty, unemployment and inequality is of deep
concern, highlighting the need for sound policies to share prosperity and the fruits of high growth.

In this spirit, the 2008 Survey takes a closer look at agriculture as a critical factor for poverty reduction and rural
development. Agriculture still provides jobs for 60 per cent of the working population in Asia and the Pacific, and
shelters the majority of the poor. But neglect has undermined the sector’s capacity to reduce poverty and
inequality. Long-term development issues related to agriculture need to be addressed head-on. The Survey
proposes a two-track strategy to ensure that agriculture is both economically and socially viable, so as to raise
productivity and make real inroads against poverty.

I hope the findings of this 60th anniversary Survey will provide a basis for wider discussion among policymakers in
Asia and the Pacific, and support the region in its endeavours to remain a leading engine of growth while
achieving shared prosperity.

Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General

February 2008

FOREWORD



iv

Under the general direction of the Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), Noeleen Heyzer, this report was prepared by a team under the overall guidance of Ravi
Ratnayake, Director of the Poverty and Development Division. The core team, led by Shamika Sirimanne, included
Amarakoon Bandara, Shuvojit Banerjee, Somchai Congtavinsutti, Eugene Gherman, Alberto Isgut, Anna de Jong,
Nobuko Kajiura, Muhammad H. Malik, Vanessa Steinmayer and Amy Wong.

Many others within ESCAP provided inputs and helpful comments. Valuable advice was received from internal peer
reviewers Tiziana Bonapace, Haishan Fu, Masakazu Ichimura, John Moon, Keiko Osaki and Ja-Kyung Yoo.
Substantive contributions were made by Adnan Aliani, Jonh Gilbert and Neema Paresh Majmudar of the Poverty
and Development Division; Tiziana Bonapace and Mia Mikic of the Trade and Investment Division; Keiko Osaki of
the Emerging Social Issues Division; Sangmin Nam of the Environment and Sustainable Development Division; and
Taco Bottema of the Centre for Alleviation of Poverty through Secondary Crops’ Development in Asia and the
Pacific. The statistical annex was prepared by the Statistics Division, with Eric Hermouet acting as the focal point
(tables 10-28), and Somchai Congtavinsutti (tables 1-9) of the Poverty and Development Division. Other inputs
were received from Ron Corben, Clovis Freire, Thelma Kay, Amitava Mukherjee, Hitomi Rankine, Marco Roncarati,
Le Huu Ti, Ja-Kyung Yoo and staff members of ESCAP Pacific Operations Centre.  Contribution from Susanna
Wolf of Economic Commission for Africa for the section on Africa-Asia trading relations is highly appreciated.
The comments of Bhakta Gubhaju, Aynul Hasan, Raj Kumar, Wei Liu, Hiren Sarkar, and Srinivas Tata are noted
with thanks.

Written country inputs were provided by the following external consultants:  Mushtaq Ahmad, Sonam Chuki, Ron
Duncan, Mohammad Kordbache, Panom Lathouly, George Manzano,  Biswajit Nag, Hang Chuon Naron,  Prakash
Kumar Shrestha and Vo Tri Thanh.

The team appreciates the excellent logistical support in processing and administration provided by Woranut
Sompitayanurak. Support from Metinee Hunkosol on financial matters and Anong Pattanathanes on proofreading is
appreciated. Research assistance was provided by Sansiree Kosindesha, Michelle Lum, Kiatkanid Pongpanich,
Frank Ramirez, Jonathan Selter and Amornrut Supornsinchai.

The report benefited from the comments and suggestions of an external peer review meeting held in Bangkok.
Participants in the meeting were a group of prominent Asian policymakers and scholars: G.K. Chadha, Economic
Advisor to the Prime Minister of India; Stephen Y.L. Cheung, Professor (Chair) of Finance, City University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong, China; Saman Kelegama, Executive Director, Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka;  Shoaib
Sultan Khan, Chairman, Rural Support Programme Network, Pakistan; Prabowo, Director of Programmes, Strategic
Asia, Indonesia; Andrey E. Shastitko, Director-General, Bureau of Economic Analysis Foundation, Russian Federa-
tion; Chia Siow Yue, Senior Research Fellow, Singapore Institute of International Affairs, Singapore; Cid L. Terosa,
Associate Professor, School of Economics, University of Asia and the Pacific, Philippines; Boonjit Titapiwatanakun,
Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Kasetsart University, Thailand; P.K.
Mudbhary, Chief, Policy Assistance Branch, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok; and Jean-
Pierre A. Verbiest, Country Director, Thailand Resident Mission, Asian Development Bank.

Substantive editing of the manuscript was performed by Communications Development Incorporated, headed by
Bruce Ross-Larson. The Editorial Unit of ESCAP, headed by Orestes Plasencia, edited the manuscript. The layout
and printing were provided by TR Enterprise.  Special thanks to Tjerah Leonardo, who contributed to the design of
the cover.

Special thanks to Hak-Fan Lau, Chavalit Boonthanom, Ari Gaitanis, Thawadi Pachariyangkun and other members
of the United Nations Information Services, who coordinated the launch and dissemination of the report.
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