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National vision

 “A Stable, Sustainable and Prosperous Vanuatu”

(VNSDP, Peoples Plan 2030)

Vanuatu’s aspiration is to simultaneously achieve social 
inclusion, environmental sustainability and economic growth 
by carefully and comprehensively addressing the 
environmental challenges faced by the nation. 

 To conserve and sustain a healthy and wealthy ocean for 
the people and culture of Vanuatu, today and tomorrow.

(Vanuatu National Oceans Policy)

To achieve an ocean governance framework that supports 
traditional marine resource management practices and 
knowledge and manages all line agencies with responsibility 
for maritime and ocean affairs, and harmonizes national 
actions in relation to the marine resources of the Republic of 
Vanuatu. 



Policy Frameworks, Priorities 

and Commitments

 Vanuatu National Sustainable Development Plan 
(NSDP 2016-2030)

 Vanuatu National Oceans Policy

 Vanuatu National Environment Policy & 
Implementation Plan

 Voluntary Commitments for the Oceans 
Conference.

 National Fisheries Policy

 National legislation

 National Environment Statistics Assessment 

 UN (and other international) commitments



Institutional Mechanisms & 

Stakeholders

 Institutional mechanisms - Government of Vanuatu 
will establish a National Oceans Council with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as secretariat. The 
National Oceans Council or committee report to 
COM or Cabinet.

 Council members will include: Departments of 
Mines, Environment, Foreign Affairs, Fisheries, 
Climate Change, Ports and Tourism and 
representatives from the Council of Chiefs, private 
sector, local NGOs, civil society and key marine user 
groups.

 There is also an oceans sub-committee responsible 
in overseeing implementation of specific policy 
actions.



Current policy implementation 

developments

 Immediate priorities considered by the 
Oceans Sub-Committee:

 Maritime boundary issues;

 Plastic pollution; and

 Develop a marine spatial plan.

Recent policy actions include:

 Banning of single use plastic bags; and

 Launching Marine Bioregions and Special 
Unique Marine Areas of Vanuatu



Marine Spatial Planning In 

Vanuatu

 With the support of IUCN, Vanuatu has been able to launch 
two reports :

 http://macbio-pacific.info/Resources/biophysically-
special-unique-marine-areas-of-vanuatu/

 This report outlines the process undertaken to define and 
describe the special, unique marine areas of Vanuatu. 
These special, unique marine areas provide an important 
input to decisions about, for example, permits, licenses, 
EIAs and where to place different types of marine 
protected areas, locally managed marine areas and 
Community Conservation Areas in Vanuatu

https://legacy.vanuatu.gov.vu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=2v7pzk9Ii1kvydJlZNGFMcC82GhHYnaIjauuGauW0LYeKdM-LPjVCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AbQBhAGMAYgBpAG8ALQBwAGEAYwBpAGYAaQBjAC4AaQBuAGYAbwAvAFIAZQBzAG8AdQByAGMAZQBzAC8AYgBpAG8AcABoAHkAcwBpAGMAYQBsAGwAeQAtAHMAcABlAGMAaQBhAGwALQB1AG4AaQBxAHUAZQAtAG0AYQByAGkAbgBlAC0AYQByAGUAYQBzAC0AbwBmAC0AdgBhAG4AdQBhAHQAdQAvAA..&URL=http://macbio-pacific.info/Resources/biophysically-special-unique-marine-areas-of-vanuatu/


 http://macbio-pacific.info/Resources/marine-

bioregions-of-vanuatu-2/

 The report outlines the technical process undertaken to 

develop draft marine bioregions across the SW Pacific 

and the national, expert-drive process to refine the 

bioregions for use in Vanuatu. These marine bioregions 

provide a basis for identifying ecologically 

representative areas to include in national networks of 

marine protected areas (as required under Vanuatu’s 

commitment to the International Convention on 

Biological Diversity).

http://macbio-pacific.info/Resources/marine-bioregions-of-vanuatu-2/




Context for oceans policy and 

data

 The strategic objectives for the National Ocean Policy 
are to: 

1. Secure rights to marine resources; 

2. Reform ocean governance; 

3. Preserve and protect the marine environment; 

4. Promote sustainable economic development;  

5. Promote public awareness, participation and 
accountability; 

6. Increase knowledge and capacity building; and

7. Build resilience and managing for uncertainty.

 Any accounts will have to be developed primarily in 
line with the National Oceans Policy objectives.





Existing data compilation

 The NSDS- National Strategy for Development 

Statistics identifies some environmental areas for 

statistics.

 Some relevant data for oceans accounting appears 

within various departments and ministries. 

 However, no SEEA accounts have been prepared 

yet.

 A whole of government effort will be needed given 

the scope of oceans data needs, and the resultant 

need to leverage all existing data and capacities.

 VNSO and DSSPPAC currently working on Database 

and Baseline survey for the National Sustainable 

Development plan, including natural resources.



Challenges

 Political will and leadership.

 Oceans work covers many strategic directions. 

Need to define scope.

 Need for identification of relevant data sources.

 Development MOUs or information sharing 

agreements given some data may be confidential.

 Lack of funding & other resources on the policies 

to be implemented.

 Capacities limited, including for regulation, 

monitoring and statistics.



Opportunities

 Oceans as well as SDG 14 Implementation is a high priority 
Vanuatu.

 Oceans Sub-Committee has commenced work and have 
highlighted immediate priorities and actions. 

 Development partner support to complement and 
supplement the work of the Oceans Sub-Committee. 
Specific work could be associated with institutional and 
capacity assessments for implementing oceans related 
priorities and SDG 14 commitments, and statistics 
consolidation and compilation.

 Oceans accounts development could benefit from an 
assessment of existing national frameworks, mechanisms, 
information and data availability and capacities. This 
could update the national environment diagnostic 
assessment and specifically identify an action plan for 
oceans data collection.
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