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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am honored to welcome all of you at the Focus Area Session on household 

water security which is organized by ESCAP in partnership with UN-HABITAT and the 

Japan Water Forum. 

Being one of the biggest region and a home to a half of the total population of the 

planet, Asia and the Pacific faces the challenge of water security today. Household 

water security is a foundation for water security and an important element in achieving 

the Millenium Development Goals. It provides basis of the satisfaction of household 

water and sanitation needs and improving hygiene for public health in all communities. 

As you are aware, Asia and the Pacific is an early achiever of MDG drinking-

water target, however sanitation remains off-track in the region. In 2010 the number of 

people without access to safe drinking water was 480 million, while for sanitation this 

number was around 1.8 billion people.  

According to the estimates of UNICEF & WHO of 2012,  sanitation coverage 

must increase globally from 63% to 75% between 2010 and 2015 to achieve the MDG 

target. However, at the current rate of progress, sanitation coverage is predicted to be 

67% in 2015. 

Additionally to that, there are other remaining problems regarding MDG water 

and sanitation target. There are huge disparities in providing drinking water. While 
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coverage of improved water supply sources is 90% or more in large parts of Asia and 

the Pacific, there are still countries where this number is much lower.  

Diarrhoeal disease alone amounts to an estimated 4.1 % of the total DALY (which 

is an age-standardized disability-adjusted life years per 100,000 people for the incidence 

of diarrhea) the global burden of disease and is responsible for the deaths of 1.8 million 

people every year. WHO estimated that 88% of that burden is attributable to0T 0T32Tunsafe 

water supply, sanitation and hygiene32T0T 0Tand is mostly concentrated on children in 

developing countries. ESCAP, together with knowledge centers of the region has 

developed a methodology of measuring the household water security index, which is 

presented at the Asian Water Development Outlook 2013, launched recently by ADB in 

Manila. The household water security index, which is a composite of an access to piped 

water supply in percentage (%), access to improved sanitation in percentage (%), and 

hygiene, based on data on data on DALY, allows us to make an assessment of the extent 

to which countries are satisfying their household water and sanitation needs and 

improving hygiene for public health and communities.  

There are 1.1 billion people - 15% of world population, who practice open 

defecation, which means one out of every four people is practicing open defecation in 

least developed countries. Only 4.5 billion people have access to toilets or latrines, 

meaning that two and a half billion people, mostly in rural areas, do not have access to 

proper sanitation.  

There are countries, with a highest numbers of practices of an open defecation, 

which have also the highest numbers of under-five child deaths, high levels of under-

nutrition and poverty and large wealth disparities.  

As a regional development arm of the United Nations, ESCAP together with 

partners from the region is presenting the household water security issues and solutions 

today for high-level discussions. The Low Carbon Green Growth Road Map of ESCAP 

in 2012, elaborates a policy framework on eco-efficient water infrastructure, which 
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considers shift in policies from piecemeal to integrated, and a shift in infrastructure 

design, from centralized single-purpose to decentralized and multipurpose, as well as 

the application of integrated water resources management, distributed wastewater 

management systems and water cycling system through reuse and recycling of water.  

The roadmap includes fact sheets on decentralized wastewater management, 

hydropower, integrated water resource management, reusing and recycling water. It 

also compiled the case studies as well as case studies of Australia’s water sensitive 

urban design, Philippine’s integrated stormwater management, Indonesia’s micro 

hydropower projects, Singapore’s water pricing policy and many others for exchange of 

information for member countries.  

We welcome representatives of the four technical workshops on household water 

security to report today to the high level panel on the results of discussions on different 

aspects of household water security. These technical workshops covered key issues on  

Global water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) monitoring in the post-MDG 

development period, Creative Water Management for Development: Innovative 

Sanitation, Disparity Mapping and Integrated Health Risks, Sustainable Sanitation: 

Solutions for Realizing Universal Access by 2025.  

The objective of this Focus Area Session is to discuss policy recommendations for 

the regional policy framework to ensure household water security in Asia and the 

Pacific. I believe that this focus area session will contribute to a successful water summit 

in Chiang Mai. 

Thank you. 
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