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Good Morning Ladies and 
Gentlemen.



Presetation will base mainly 
on the
Challenges faced in 
strengthening interisland 
shipping in Kiribati Islands

Presenter:      Koria Tamuera



Background Information-of 
Kiribati Islands
Inter Island Shipping current 
situation
Issues and Challenges
Recommendations



Population: 101,998 (July 2012 
est)
Land Area: 700 square 
kilometres 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): 
3,550,000 square kilometres 
Gross National product (GNP): 
US$2,030.00  (2011) 
GDP per capita:  US$1,420 
(2010)
Govt. Budget deficit resulted 
from less revenue (2013 
Budget)
Employment: Mostly provided 
by government
Currency: Australian Dollar



Have about 20 local ships most of which are wooden 
made and only three owned by government.
The Line groups are about 2,000 Nm away from 
Tarawa and therefore often experience shortage of 
cargo.
A few berthing with increasing no of local vessels.
Most of the islands have no wharf for berthing apart 
from Betio , Canton and Xmas port.
A new wharf about to complete next year but one 
shipwrecked (Japanese funded), impeding port entry.
Subsidies still provided to some of SOEs 
State Owned Enterprise Act just passed this year and 
the SOE reform still underway. 



Remoteness of islands from the capital- Tarawa Island 
given islands being scattered
Poor maintenance of government owned ships and limited 
life of wooden vessels
Wreck blocking the Port entries
More heavy vehicles are required before the completion of 
the new wharf.
The road not in good conditions
Damages to Betio and Bairiki wharves will lead to stagnate 
the livelihood of outer island people coming to sell local 
product in the capital and predominant services to vessels.
Heavily relied on Development Partner’s assistance given 
limited of revenue.
SOE Act enforcement



Overall port infrastructure exist in country is poor due to 
limited resources in terms of funds, personnel capacity 
and availability of equipment as well as the government 
being the major provider of services and employment 
slackening the inter island logistics of cargoes and other 
important economic activities

However, with the SOE Act ratified recently this year, there 
is a likelihood to have a gradual improvement for being 
adherence to it thus will lead to improving economic 
opportunities and mitigating weaknesses and threats.

Consider the remoteness and scattered of islands in Long 
Term Strategic Plan to ensure that inter island connectivity 
intact leading to economic growth and the improved 
livelihood of the people on such islands. 



THANK YOU VERY MUCH


