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 Dr. Donovan Storey, Chief of Sustainable Urban Development Section, UNESCAP, Dr. 
Ram Tiwaree, Economic Affairs Officer, Environment and Development Division, UNESCAP, 
speakers, delegates and guests from Thailand, Indonesia, China, India, Japan, Singapore, 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Bangladesh Mongolia, Myanmar and the Philippines, friends, 
ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 
  
 It is, indeed, an honour for me to welcome you all to the Regional Workshop on Eco-
efficient Water Infrastructure Towards Sustainable Urban Development and Green Economy in 
Asia and the Pacific.  I thank the organizers of this workshop for including the Philippines in this 
important activity.  
 
 Many nations have problems relating to water. It is either there is too little water or too 
much of it. Rapid urbanization and growing economy over the past three decades have caused 
adverse hydrologic impacts. Such situation and condition require countries to address these 
urgently through initiatives on eco-efficient water infrastructure to ensure, among others, 
prevention of soil erosion, conservation of water resource, promotion and adoption of green 
infrastructure and proper ground water management.  
 
 The Philippines is a country endowed with abundant water resources.  But we are under 
severe pressure from a growing population, rapid urbanization and industrialization that 
increase the extraction and exploitation of and competition with water. On the other hand, a 
large portion of the population is without adequate and sustained access to basic drinking water 
supply and basic sanitation. Inadequate water and wastewater management infrastructure and 
policies often result in inefficiencies in water use and pollution of waters. Degradation of the 
environment and the catchments, in particular, also impacts negatively on the availability of 
water resources. Extreme climate change either increases the pressure in water resources 
during droughts or, causes damage to properties and livelihood in the event of extreme storms.  
 
 Super Typhoon Haiyan, which struck the Philippines last month had the whole world 
focus on us. The super typhoon’s severe damage to some islands and towns in the country 
manifested the effects of climate change and edges us to act immediately and appropriately. 
 
 Countries all over the world, with UNESCAP, can work together and exchange know-
how to strengthen efforts to address these extreme challenges.  
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 May I share with you what we have done in the Philippines.  
 
 In Cebu (Philippines), we have the pilot project, the Integrated Storm Water 
Management (ISWM) installed at the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Regional 
Office, embarking on its second phase. This project was made possible through the 
collaborative efforts of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UNESCAP), Department of Science and Technology (DOST), Korea Internatioanl 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA), Korea Institute of Construction Technology (KICT) and EREDE 
Co. Ltd. This eco-efficient infrastructure project collects and treats rainwater, storm water and 
grey water. It improves water supply, prevents flooding and treats wastewater. Korean 
microfiltration technologies developed by the KICT, engineered and fabricated by EREDE Co. 
Ltd. and adopted by the DOST Regional Office VII, is beginning to show proof of cost 
effectiveness and system efficiency.  
 
 The second phase of the project applies this eco-efficient water infrastructure in schools, 
turning them into “green schools”. Two schools were selected as project sites of the existing 
technology. This time, we drafted our own architectural design that defines our own concept of 
“green schools” adding other related technologies on eco-efficiency. This is a very good way of 
sharing such initiative with students and researchers, and the public.  
 
 Early next year, we aim to undertake water infrastructure projects that focus on typhoon 
and disaster resiliency. And as we move on, we welcome new technologies for the purpose; and 
we are most willing to pursue collaboration on projects in this regard.  
 
 I wish you all a fruitful workshop where knowledge and best practices are shared, with 
the goal of generating and adopting more appropriate technologies and systems for sustainable 
urban development and green economy. 
 
 Thank you and Mabuhay!  
 


