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Sustainable Development Pathway 
(new approach to subregional cooperation)

• 20th years Subregional Cooperation perspective was based 
on Natural Economic Territories (NETS) concept by 
Scalapino, applies to natural economic complementarities 
that cross political boundaries (it works properly only for open 
market economy and developed democracies);

• Now an Acceleration of Subregional Cooperation is based 
on “Natural Environmental Territories” idea; means that 
ecoregions rarely conform to political boundaries and 
countries are in need to cooperate to move to Sustainable 
Pathway (this are no other alternatives to save the Planet).



Why WWF is a Right Partner to Cooperate 
with for Sustainable Development globally

WWF is one of the world’s largest and most experienced 
independent conservation organizations, with over 5 
million supporters and a global Network active in more 
than 100 countries.

We do this by:
• Conserving the world’s biodiversity;
• Ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 

is sustainable, and 
• Reducing humanity’s footprint on the natural world.



Why WWF is a Right Partner to Cooperate with 
for Sustainable Development globally (continue)

WWF’s leadership: the world is at a critical crossroads. We need to 
take the path of sustainable development now, before it’s too late.

Bringing nations together: Endangered animals range across borders 
and ecoregions rarely conform to national boundaries. 
Conservation depends on cooperation.

Work with policy-makers to strengthen the national and 
international laws, regulations and treaties that affect the natural 
world – from agriculture and land-use policies to restrictions on 
trade in endangered species.

WWF’s research in action: we’ve produced groundbreaking 
research in a diverse range of topics and makes it real;

We’ve invested over US$9 billion in thousands of projects globally. 



Why WWF is a Right Partner to Cooperate with 
in East and North-East Asia 

WWF applies triple bottom line approach: WWF Network, 
Programs and Global Initiatives

WWF offices
in ENEA:
• China;
• Hong Kong;
• India;
• Japan;
• Mongolia;
• Russia.

Programs relevant 
to ENEA:

• Amur Program 
(Vladivostok);

• Trade and 
Investment 
(BRIC);

• Forest;
• Marine;
• Traffic, others.

Global Initiatives that is 
relevant to ENEA (14):
•Tiger;
•China for a Global Shift;
• Living Himalayas;
• Market Transformation; 
•Global Climate;
• Smart Fishing and others.



WWF's Tiger Initiative is working to secure 
political will, action and funding to double wild 

tiger numbers by 2022 (only 3,200 tigers left) 
(as an example of WWF work in ENEA and beyond)

The Tiger Summit
in St. Petersburg, Russia

21–24 November, 2010

Heads of governments from tiger range 
states are meeting to finalize a Global 
Tiger Recovery Program: a plan that 
aims to double the number of tigers in 
the wild by 2022. 



Surfing the waves Surfing the waves –– tiger kiss!!!tiger kiss!!!



WWF’s Trade & Investment Programme

Overall Objective: Adoption of the principles of 
sustainable development and environmental 
awareness, rather than economic growth alone, as 
guiding principles in the development of trade, 
investment and industrial policies (economic /financial, 
social, environmental components of growth).

Focus on the BRICS+ group of key emerging 
economies (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa, Indonesia, Malaysia)



WWF’s Trade & Investment 
Programme: Specific Areas of Focus

– Responsible Investment and Trade policy 
(policies, taxes & incentives, best practices);

– Corporate sustainability (monitoring and 
verification, alternative valuation, case-studies)

– Environmental goods & services (removal of 
barriers to trade);

– Economic cooperation between BRICS+ 
(multilateral, bilateral and transboundary)

There are some differentiations between TIP offices.



WWF’s TIP some Publications



Panda and Bear in the Global Economic Wilderness 
(the TIP multi-phased research project)

• The first stage: Environmental Concerns of Russian-Chinese 
Transboundary Cooperation: from “Brown” Plans to a 
“Green” Strategy Report written in Russian;

• The plan second stage: Bilateral Russian-Chinese research report 
on GREEN Technologies Development in Cross-boarder 
Cooperation and a bilateral policy-document/vision on 
crossboarder sustainable cooperation.



Environmental 
Concerns of 

Russian-Chinese 
Transboundary 

Cooperation:
from “Brown” Plans to a 

“Green” Strategy

(Study Digest in English in on its 
way);



Programmes for the development of cross-border 
regions within context of Russian-Chinese 
transboundary cooperation

• The quality of the economic, environmental, and social aspects 
of the Russian regional programs is lower than those of the 
border areas of Northeastern China.

• The 2009 Documents envision a resource- and transit-oriented 
model for Eastern Russia with huge environmental costs.

• The Plan of Revitalizing Northeast China is based on the 
production of “green” products, the development of cross-border 
& eco-tourism, wood processing, and machinery.

WWF-Russia calls for a environmental assessment of 
the RFE Strategies and the Program–2018.

Some Study Results



Cooperation Program 2018: project analysis
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• The main feature of Chinese environmental policy is that it 
attempts to integrate environmental policy within the overall 
context of the socio-economic development;

• The Chinese government invited WWF to produce the first ever 
report on the country’s ecological footprint; 

• With the People’s Bank of China, WWF published the first 
analysis into sustainable financial services in China;

• The environmental rhetoric in Russia is less pronounced than in 
China, but should not be underestimated;

• Federal Law on Energy Efficiency in Russia was adopted in 
November, 2009; Russia took obligations to reduce CO2 
emissions; However footprint concepts is not accepted officially 
and there are no Russian FIs among International Initiatives on 
Responsible Finance.  

Environmental Policies in Russia and China



Sectoral Environmental and Social Concerns

Sustainable Oil and Gas:
• Analysis of the Russian Far East Strategy with regard to the oil and gas shows 

that the strategy is focused on projects of the largest Russian state-controlled 
companies, including Gazprom, Rosneft, and Transneft. 

• Implementing those projects, priority is given to the corporate interests of 
these players while regional needs is given low attention. 

• This manner was demonstrated by numerous facts associated with the 
optimization of the Eastern Siberia–Pacific Ocean (‘ESPO’) oil pipeline 
routes, and ignorance of the interests and environmental concerns of regions.

WWF is key player in NGO coalitions dialog with Gazprom, TNK- 
BP, Shell, LUKoil, Rosneft in all WWF ecoregions.

WWF calls for a considerable increase in transparency, 
accountability and environmental responsibility of these 
companies. 







Greening Energy Sector
• Electric Power Transmission: WWF-Russia is concerned with 

low profitability and environmentally harmfulness of new 
transmission stations and coal power generation building in the 
RFE (lower cost of electricity in China than in Russia, long 
transmission distances, losses of energy, pollutions). 

• Greening hydropower industry: WWF-Russia suggests that any 
hydropower plans (HPPs) are to be constructed along the Amur 
river, it is necessary to optimize the sitting of HPPs on the Amur 
tributaries – and that only the environmentally sound hydropower 
development scenario is chosen, taking into account the entire 
Amur River basin’s ecosystem.

• In this regard a feasibility study of the electricity exports and a 
review of corruption risks associated with electricity export 
programs must be conducted; ensure the implementation of the 
Agreement on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Waters.

WWF calls for establishment a trilateral international 
Council on Integrated Management of the Amur River 
basin and conclude a respective agreement.



Sustainable Cooperation in Forestry

• More than 25.2 million ha of forests in Russia (19% 
of the total leased forest area) have FSC certification. 
However, the Russian timber industry lacks incentive 
to certify all their products.

• The main problem facing the Russian forestry is: 
illegal deforestation that badly affects the 
ecosystems.

WWF believed that it is necessary to establish direct 
connections between Russian and Chinese responsible forest 
companies that are willing to purchase FSC-certified wood 
in Russia, paying good prices for it, while the exclusion of 
intermediaries.



• The ecological integrity of the Amur River 
basin (1,100 miles of the border) can only be 
addressed by Russia and China jointly.

• The Russian fisheries sector in the RFE is 
increasingly influenced by China’s economy, 
and is becoming a source for Chinese 
companies as regards inexpensive and 
sometimes illegally exported resources. 

• Changing the China’s system of customs 
codes with regard to codes used for the 
Alaska pollock and salmonids (the bulk of the 
Russian fish exports) would help to monitor 
the exports and avoid an illegal one.

WWF calls for establishing a bilateral ban on 
the harvesting of the kaluga and Amur 
sturgeon and other.

Sustainable Cooperation in Fishery



TRAFFIC 
• The RFE is the most problematic region in terms of 

illegal trade in animals and plants and associated 
poaching. 

• It is necessary to impose order in the area of the 
monitoring of animal and plant resources, ensure 
the establishment of adequate taking limits, and 
effective oversight both within the countries and on 
the border. 

• Ideally, transboundary trade in animals and plants 
should be conducted on the basis of auctions similar 
to the Saint Petersburg International Fur Auction.

• Joint work with TRAFFIC China.

WWF calls for join efforts of environmental 
authorities in both countries combating illegal 
trade in fish, wild animals and plants and 
implementing CITES



Transboundary Protected Areas
Agreements for creation more transboundary 
protected areas, including the “Headwaters of 
Amur” Russian-Mongolian reserve and the 
“Land of the Leopard” Russian-Chinese 
reserve, are close to completion. 

Since 2005 WWF-Russia calls for creation of 
a transboundary ecological network based on 
the SPNA system with the focus on the Amur 
Green Belt with joint efforts of Russia, China, 
and Mongolia.

• The Russian-Chinese-Mongolian 
DAURIA Protected Area and the 
Russian-Chinese LAKE KHANKA 
Nature Reserve operate based on 
intergovernmental agreements.

• The environmental reserves in the 
Amur River basin cover 12% of its 
total area: 16% - the Chinese, 13% - 
Mongolian and 9% - Russian areas.

• China plans to create “reserves for 
the protection of environmental 
functions” combating desertification. 

• China implements six large “forest” 
programmes in order to facilitate the 
conservation and recovery of natural 
ecosystems. 



Russia-China Working Group on biodiversity protection and 
transboundary nature reserves (Chengdu, 11 April 2009)



Transboundary ecotours should 
become a symbol of the subregional 
cooperation in NEA: e.g. cruises 
along the border sections of the 
Amur River with landings on the 
both sides; visiting international 
nature reserves; tours following 
migrating animals across boarders. 
Ex: Russia-China-Mongolia planned eco- 
tour across the Daurian Steppe.

Ecotourism as a 
way to green the 
border economy





Thank

you!
Lada Progunova, 

Coordinator of Trade and 
Investment Programme, 

WWF-Russia,

lprogunova@wwf.ru
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