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READERSHIP SURVEY

The Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division of ESCAP is undertaking an evaluation of
this publication, Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2013, with a view to
making future issues more useful for our readers. We would appreciate it if you could complete
this questionnaire and return it, at your earliest convenience, to:

Director

Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division

ESCAP, United Nations Building

Rajadamnern Nok Avenue

Bangkok 10200, THAILAND

QUESTIONNAIRE

Very
Excellent good Average  Poor

1. Please indicate your assessment of the quality
of the publication on:

* Presentation/format 4 3 2 1
* Readability 4 3 2 1
» Timeliness of information 4 3 2 1
» Coverage of subject matter 4 3 2 1
* Analytical rigour 4 3 2 1
*  Overall quality 4 3 2 1
2. How useful is the publication for your work?
* Provision of information 4 3 2 1
* Clarification of issues 4 3 2 1
» lts findings 4 3 2 1
» Policy suggestions 4 3 2 1
* Overall usefulness 4 3 2 1

3. Please give examples of how this publication has contributed to your work:



4. Suggestions for improving the publication:
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Please use additional sheets of paper, if required, to answer the questions.
Thank you for your kind cooperation in completing this questionnaire.
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales
Section. New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences
dépositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous auprés de votre libraire ou adressez-vous
a : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Genéve.

KAK NOJYYHUTH H3IZAHHI OPTAHH JAUHH OB BEAHHEHHbBIX HAILHA

Hagauua Opranuaauni O6beanHeHHbIX HauHil MOKHO KYNHTH B KHIKHBIX MATA-
3IMHAX H areHTCTBAX BO BCeX pafoHax mupa. HaBoxuTe CNpaBkH 06 H3QAHHAX B
BalleM KHIKHOM MaralfiHe HAHK NHiuHTe no agpecy: Opralu3auua O6beAHHEHHLIX
Hauwuit, Cexuita no npogaxe #anauiiii, Heto-FMopk uau Heuena.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estin en venta en librerias y casas distri-
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirijase a: Naciones
Unidas, Seccion de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra.




Half a decade since the onset of the Great Recession, the Asia-Pacific region continues to anchor
the global economy, but its rate of economic growth remains subdued compared to the pre-global
financial crisis period. It is also showing signs of strain, as uncertainty and crisis deepen in the
United States and the euro zone. More importantly, the Asia-Pacific region’s growth path continues to
leave behind hundreds of millions and to put unsustainable pressure on the natural resource base.

The 2013 edition of the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific argues that macroeconomic
policies can play a key role not only in supporting the economies of the region in the short term, but
also in reorienting the region towards a more inclusive and sustainable pattern of development. By
carefully designing short-term support measures, it is possible to sustain growth as well as address
long-term structural issues.

As an illustrative example, the Survey 2013 estimates, for a number of Asia-Pacific countries, the
public investment needs required to deliver a package of policies to sustain growth and to promote
inclusive and sustainable development. The policy package comprises a job guarantee programme,
a universal pension scheme, disability benefits, increased public health spending, universal school
enrolment and universal access to modern energy.

The Survey finds that most countries can finance such a package without jeopardizing macroeconomic
stability, although least developed countries would also require global partnership and development
cooperation. The analysis underlines the need to move forward the regional development agenda from
a discussion on the future we want to the means of implementation to realize that future.

“At the [...) Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in
2012, world leaders pledged to adopt forward-looking macroeconomic policies that
promote sustainable development and lead to sustained, inclusive and equitable
economic growth (...) The Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2013
makes it clear that such investments are not only essential but also affordable.”

BAN Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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