Since the 1957 issue, the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific has, in addition to a review of the
current situation of the region, contained a study or studies of some major aspect or problem of the economies of the Asian
and Pacific region, as specified below:

1957:  Postwar problems of economic development

1958:  Review of postwar industrialization

1959:  Foreign trade of ECAFE primary exporting countries
1960:  Public finance in the postwar period

1961:  Economic growth of ECAFE countries

1962:  Asia’s trade with western Europe

1963:  Imports substitution and export diversification

1964:  Economic development and the role of the agricultural sector
1965:  Economic development and human resources

1966:  Aspects of the finance of development
1967:  Policies and planning for export

1968:  Economic problems of export-dependent countries. Implications of economic controls and liberalization

1969:  Strategies for agricultural development. Intraregional trade as a growth strategy

1970:  The role of foreign private investment in economic development and cooperation in the ECAFE region. Problems
and prospects of the ECAFE region in the Second Development Decade

1971:  Economic growth and social justice. Economic growth and employment. Economic growth and income distribution

1972:  First biennial review of social and economic developments in ECAFE developing countries during the Second

United Nations Development Decade
1973:  Education and employment

1974:  Mid-term review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
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1975: Rural development, the small farmer and institutional reform

1976:  Biennial review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy at the regional level for the Second United
Nations Development Decade in the ESCAP region, 1976

1977:  The international economic crises and developing Asia and the Pacific
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1979:  Regional development strategy for the 1980s
1980: Short-term economic policy aspects of the energy situation in the ESCAP region
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1983:  Implementing the International Development Strategy: major issues facing the developing ESCAP region

1984:  Financing development
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1986:  Human resources development in Asia and the Pacific: problems, policies and perspectives

1987:  International trade in primary commodities

1988:  Recent economic and social developments

1989:  Patterns of economic growth and structural transformation in the least developed and Pacific island countries of the
ESCAP region: implications for development policy and planning for the 1990s

1990:  Infrastructure development in the developing ESCAP region: needs, issues and policy options

1991:  Challenges of macroeconomic management in the developing ESCAP region

1992:  Expansion of investment and intraregional trade as a vehicle for enhancing regional economic cooperation and
development in Asia and the Pacific

1993:  Fiscal reform. Economic transformation and social development. Population dynamics: implications for development

1995:  Reform and liberalization of the financial sector. Social security
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1997:  External financial and investment flows. Transport and communications

1998:  Managing the external sector. Growth and equity

1999: Social impact of the economic crisis. Information technology, globalization, economic security and development

2000: Social security and safety nets. Economic and financial monitoring and surveillance

2001: Socio-economic implications of demographic dynamics. Financing for development

2002:  The feasibility of achieving the millennium development goals in Asia and the Pacific. Regional development
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific

2003:  The role of public expenditure in the provision of education and health. Environment-poverty nexus revisited:

linkages and policy options
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Excellent Very Average Poor
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1. Please indicate your assessment of the quality
of the publication on:
e Presentation/format 4 3 2 1
e Readability 4 3 2 1
e Timeliness of information 4 3 2 1
e Coverage of subject matter 4 3 2 1
e  Analytical rigour 4 3 2 1
e Overall quality 4 3 2 1
2. How useful is the publication for your work?
e Provision of information 4 3 2 1
e  Clarification of issues 4 3 2 1
e Its findings 4 3 2 1
e Policy suggestions 4 3 2 1
e  Overall usefulness 4 3 2 1

3. Please give examples of how this publication has contributed to your work:




4.

5.

Suggestions for improving the publication:

Your background information, please:
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Please use additional sheets of paper, if required, to answer the questions.

Thank you for your kind cooperation in completing this questionnaire.
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The economic performance of developing countries in the ESCAP
region in 2003, at 6 per cent, was higher than in the previous
year by half a percentage point, despite the war in Iraq and the
SARS crisis. At the same time, inflation was kept in check at low
levels in most parts of the region. Thus, the ESCAP developing
countries have enjoyed two years of economic growth which also
proved to be more buoyant than that experienced by both the global
economy and other groups of developing countries in 2003.

Other things being equal, the collective growth rate in the ESCAP
developing countries should largely be at the same high rate while
consumer price inflation should generally remain subdued in most
parts of the region in 2004. Nevertheless, the possible emergence of
asset bubbles in stock markets and in real estate has to be given due
attention for preventive purposes. There is also a need for fiscal
consolidation to stabilize the rising levels of public debt and ensure a
more equitable and efficient fiscal system. Collaborative initiatives
and efforts involving cross-border stakeholders would be helpful in
promoting and speeding up the development of capital markets in
the region.

Despite the robust economic growth in the region, poverty remains
a challenge for many countries. The multidimensional nature of
poverty would require addressing both the income and non-income
attributes of poverty. Country experiences suggest that, in addition
to sustained growth, measures designed specifically to provide
economic opportunities targeted at the poor are necessary if the
benefits of growth are to be distributed evenly. The Survey examines
the poverty reduction strategies of some 20 countries in Asia and the
Pacific and concludes that more needs to be done to align them
more explicitly with the Millennium Development Goals.






