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UN ESCAP works towards reducing poverty and managing globalization

Sixtieth Commission session to consider
population issues

Emerg ing social issues, as related to
pop u la tion, age ing, dis abil ity, migra tion, gen der
and health will be among the top ics dis cussed
dur ing the Six ti eth ses sion of the Eco nomic and
Social Com mis sion for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP). The Com mis sion is sched uled to be
held at the Shang hai Inter na tional Con ven tion
Cen ter (SICC) in Shang hai, China from 22 to 28
April.

Pol icy issues for the Asian and Pacific region are 
likely to be at the fore front of dis cus sions, as the
selected theme of this year’s Com mis sion ses sion is
“Meet ing the Chal lenges in an Era of Glob al iza tion
by Strength en ing Regional Devel op ment
Coop er a tion”.  High-level rep re sen ta tives from
mem ber and asso ci ate mem ber coun tries of the
region will be address ing emerg ing social issues as
part of the third agenda item.

The report of the Com mit tee on Emerg ing
Social Issues on its first ses sion held at Bang kok
from 4 to 6 Sep tem ber as well as a  paper enti tled
“Emerg ing Social Issues: Trends, Issues and
Strat e gies” will pro vide the basis for dis cus sion in 
this par tic u lar area.

The report of the Com mit tee describes the
sit u a tion with regard to pri or ity issues con cern ing 
socially vul ner a ble groups and health and
devel op ment. These issues include the
pop u la tion, pov erty and devel op ment link ages,
sup port to older per sons, the Asian and Pacific
Decade of Dis abled Per sons (2003-2012) and
gen der mainstreaming. The report also reflects
dis cus sions on the regional sit u a tion con cern ing
HIV/AIDS and severe acute respi ra tory
syn drome (SARS), and invest ment in health.

The upcom ing annual Com mis sion ses sion is
expected to con sider and endorse the
Com mit tee’s con clu sions and rec om men da tions,
as described in an ear lier issue of Pop u la tion
Headliners (No. 296).

Address ing emerg ing social issues from a
rights-based per spec tive con sti tutes one of the
core mes sages of the other pop u la tion-related
doc u ment to be dis cussed at the Com mis sion. The 
paper dem on strates how the rights-based
approach is applied to the for mu la tion of pol i cies
and programmes in the areas of pop u la tion, age -

ing, dis abil ity, migra tion, gen der, and health.
“There is still a gap between the high pri or ity that
peo ple them selves accord to good health and the
ten dency for Gov ern ments to give pri or ity to the
eco nomic sec tor in national invest ment”, the
paper reads. “As the Asian and Pacific region

The historic Sixtieth Commission session will be held at 
Shanghai, China, the birthplace of ESCAP
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Population Headliners
gets new look!

After having been around for several decades 
(since April 1975), Popula tion Headliners gets
a slight facelift intended to boost its
attrac tive ness and reading comfort. As can be
observed from the present issue, a wide range of
changes have been made in terms of design, font
and colour. Readers are most welcome to send
their comments and sugges tions by e-mail to
escap-popula tion@un.org.  Headliners is also
avail able online at http://www.unescap.org/
esid/psis/popula tion/popheadline/index.asp
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European Population Forum calls for recommitment
to ICPD

A United Nations-orga nized con -
fer ence of Euro pean pop u la tion and
repro duc tive health experts wound up
in mid-Jan u ary with a plea to mobi lize
the funds needed to achieve the goals
of the Inter na tional Con fer ence on
Pop u la tion and Devel op ment (ICPD),
which called for gen der equal ity and
the uni ver sal right to edu ca tion and
devel op ment.

The three-day Euro pean Pop u la -
tion Forum 2004 in Geneva, jointly
orga nized by the United Nations Eco -
nomic Com mis sion for Europe
(UNECE) and the United Nations Pop -
u la tion Fund (UNFPA), also exam ined 
the impact of chang ing demo graphic
trends in the region.

“Our pri mary objec tive must be to
pro tect and save lives and con trib ute to 
the con di tions under which all peo ple
– men, women and chil dren – thrive
and lead secure and healthy lives”,
UNFPA Exec u tive Direc tor Ms.
Thoraya Ahmed Obaid told the clos ing 
ses sion. “Stron ger polit i cal com mit -
ment, backed by effec tive pol i cies
grounded in human rights and above
all by ade quate resources, is the key to
real iz ing our com mon hopes for
human ity”. 

More than 350 peo ple took part in
the Forum, part of a series of regional
meet ings mark ing the tenth anni ver -
sary of the ICPD held at Cairo in 1994
(see side-story). The ses sions iden ti -
fied lack of ade quate resources for
pop u la tion and repro duc tive health
programmes as the pri mary obsta cle to 
achiev ing the Cairo objec tives, includ -
ing gen der equal ity and uni ver sal
access to repro duc tive health care by
2015.

Par tic i pants empha sized the impor -
tance of Europe keep ing its prom ises
to mobi lize resources for pop u la tion
and repro duc tive health as a key con -
tri bu tion to inter na tional devel op ment. 
Annual global assis tance for these sec -
tors, they noted, is nearly $3 bil lion
short of the require ments agreed to at
Cairo.

Regional issues dis cussed included
per sis tent low fer til ity, age ing pop u la -
tions and declin ing workforces,
migra tion, and high mor tal ity and
mor bid ity. Spe cial atten tion was given 
to the social, eco nomic and health

chal lenges fac ing coun tries in tran si -
tion in Europe, the Cau ca sus and
Cen tral Asia. Other con cerns iden ti -
fied included wide spread human
traf fick ing and gen der-based vio lence.

The Forum also called for empow -
er ing young peo ple to fully enjoy
healthy sex ual and repro duc tive lives

as a key pri or ity in a region with ris ing
rates of HIV/AIDS and other sex u ally
trans mit ted infec tions. It empha sized
the need to inte grate HIV pre ven tion
and treat ment fully within repro duc -
tive health programmes.

(Source: United Nations News
Service, 14 January)

First event to mark tenth anniversary
of ICPD

The Inter na tional Con fer ence on
Pop u la tion and Devel op ment (ICPD)
held at Cairo in 1994 was a mile stone
in the his tory of women’s repro duc tive
rights. The Programme of Action that
was adopted by 179 coun tries, by con -
sen sus, is a for ward-look ing 20-year
plan. While the Programme of Action
is com pre hen sive and calls for action at 
var i ous lev els, the stra te gic focus of the 
rec om men da tions is for action at the
national level.

The first five-year review of the
imple men ta tion of the Programme of
Action (PoA) was con ducted by the
Gen eral Assem bly in 1999 which
adopted, by con sen sus, the Key Actions 
for the Fur ther Imple men ta tion of the
Programme of Action of the Inter na -
tional Con fer ence on Pop u la tion and
Devel op ment. The review showed that
the ICPD goals are still valid and that
much prog ress had been made in
advanc ing them.

The year 2004 marks the mid-point
of the 20-year Programme of Action,
and as one reaches this tenth anni ver -
sary, there is much to cel e brate and
look for ward to.

As explained in UNFPA’s website,
ICPD at 10  (www.unfpa.org/icpd/),
“many coun tries have been able to
trans late the com mit ments they made 
at Cairo into pol i cies and action
programmes designed to trans form the
lives of women and men. But much
remains to be done”.

“At this point in time, most mem ber
states, UNFPA, and other part ners
believe that the best way to com mem o -
rate ICPD is by doing a prag matic and
con struc tive coun try-by-coun try anal -
y sis of achieve ments, of con straints
and of les sons learned and to feed back
the results so as to enrich and accel er -

ate the imple men ta tion of the ICPD
PoA. The tenth Anni ver sary is also an
oppor tu nity to reflect on the ICPD
goals, and dem on strate how achiev ing
these goals will con trib ute to the
achieve ment of the Mil len nium Devel -
op ment Goals”.

The Euro pean Pop u la tion Forum
2004  was the first event of the year to
mark the tenth anni ver sary of ICPD.
Through out 2004, numer ous activ i ties
are sched uled to take place at the
national, regional and global lev els.

As much as pos si ble, over the
course of 2004, the bimonthly Pop u la -
tion Headliners will report on major
events tak ing place in rela tion to this
event, also known as ICPD+10.

For more details on the activ i ties
sched uled, visit the above-cited
website.

The ICPD Programme of Action is a
milestone in the history of women's
reproductive rights.



approaches the mid-point of the third
decade of the HIV/AIDS pan demic, its 
epi cen ter is fast shift ing from Africa to 
this region. Over 8 mil lion peo ple are
liv ing with HIV/AIDS in Asia and the
Pacific”.

Pre pared by the Emerg ing Social
Issues Divi sion of ESCAP, the paper
pro vides an over view of the
demo graphic dynam ics at play in Asia
and the Pacific, high light ing the
region’s impres sive achieve ments in
reduc ing pop u la tion growth rates,
low er ing mor tal ity rates and
increas ing life expec tancy. It
high lights the sig nif i cance of the Fifth
Asian and Pacific Pop u la tion
Con fer ence con vened in Decem ber
2002, recall ing the Con fer ence’s first
two rec om men da tions as con tained in
the Plan of Action on Pop u la tion and
Pov erty and its focus on gen der
equal ity, equity and the empow er ment
of women.

Pop u la tion age ing is another issue
high lighted in the paper, which
stresses that “most devel op ing
coun tries have yet to put in place
pen sion and other social pro tec tion
sys tems for a major ity of older
per sons”. “For at least the next twenty
years, the pro por tion of the ESCAP
pop u la tion in the work ing age span of
15-64 years will con tinue to expand”,
the paper reads. Issues related to

inter nal and inter na tional migra tion
are also raised as “80 per cent of the
increase in pop u la tion size between
2000 and 2010” is pre dicted to occur
in urban areas.  The paper warns about
immi nent addi tional stress on local
gov ern ments and infra struc tures and
calls for proper plan ning in order to
make the pro jected growth of the
urban pop u la tion of 2.3 per cent a year
over the next decade become
“man age able”. “Urban iza tion pres ents 
an oppor tu nity to accel er ate the pace
of social and eco nomic devel op ment”.

The paper calls for atten tion to the
steadily expand ing vol ume of inter na -
tional migra tion in the region,
par tic u larly for employ ment. “As an
inter na tional labour mar ket in a num -
ber of occu pa tions has devel oped in
East and South-East Asia, cer tain basic 
rights, ben e fits and stan dards should
apply across econ o mies in the region”, 
the paper notes. It draws atten tion to
the fate of women migrants, being
“often vul ner a ble to exploi ta tion and
abuse”.

The Six ti eth ses sion of the Com -
mis sion will be held in Shang hai as
this city is the birth place of ESCAP.
ESCAP grew out of the Eco nomic
Com mis sion for Asia and the Far East
(ECAFE) which was estab lished in
Shang hai in March 1947. ECAFE was
moved to Bang kok in June 1949 and
changed its name to ESCAP in 1974.

UNESCAP-UNFPA to pursue rewarding
collaboration

While attend ing the 42nd ses sion of
the United Nations Com mis sion for
Social Devel op ment con vened in New
York from 4 to 13 Feb ru ary, Ms.
Thelma Kay, Chief, Emerg ing Social
Issues Divi sion, UNESCAP met with
the newly appointed Direc tor of the
Asia and the Pacific Divi sion of
UNFPA, Mr. Sul tan Aziz and his col -
leagues. Dur ing the meet ing held on 4
Feb ru ary, they dis cussed issues of
mutual inter est and exchanged views
on UNESCAP’s pro posal for the
UNFPA Regional Programme
2004-2007 which would focus on
emerg ing and per sis tent pop u la tion
and devel op ment chal lenges in the
Asian and the Pacific region.

UNESCAP and UNFPA will forge
a syn er gis tic part ner ship in order to
com bat pov erty and advance the
imple men ta tion of the Programme of
Action of the Inter na tional Con fer ence 
on Pop u la tion and Devel op ment

(ICPD) as well as the Mil len nium
Devel op ment Goals in the region. The
two part ners will con tinue to pur sue
the reward ing col lab o ra tion which
they have had for the past sev eral
decades. Mr. Aziz and Ms. Kay also
agreed to fur ther strengthen the active
col lab o ra tion between UNESCAP and 
UNFPA Coun try Offices in Asia and
the Pacific to ensure that the activ i ties
car ried out at the regional level effec -
tively com ple ment those of the
coun try programmes.

Effec tive from Jan u ary 2004, Mr.
Shu-Yun Xu, Direc tor of the Asia
and the Pacific Divi sion (APD) of
UNFPA since 2001, has joined the
Divi sion of Arab States and Europe as 
UNFPA Rep re sen ta tive a.i. in Rus sia. 
Mr. Xu has had a long and reward ing
career with APD, begin ning in 1983
and span ning a range of field and
head quar ters posi tions, includ ing
UNFPA Rep re sen ta tive in Ban gla -
desh and the Islamic Repub lic of Iran.

Fol low ing Mr. Xu’s new appoint -
ment and effec tive from Jan u ary
2004, Mr. Sul tan A. Aziz joined
UNFPA as Direc tor of the Asia and
the Pacific Divi sion. A devel op ment
econ o mist with a wide range and
wealth of expe ri ence, Mr. Aziz is not
new to Asia nor to the United
Nations. Most recently, Mr. Aziz had
been the Senior Advi sor to the Spe -
cial Rep re sen ta tive of the United
Nations Sec re tary-Gen eral to
Afghan i stan.

In the Inter na tional Planned Par -
ent hood Fed er a tion (IPPF), Ms. Nina 
Puri has been appointed as IPPF
Pres i dent and Chair per son of Gov -
ern ing Coun cil start ing from
Decem ber 2003. Most recently, Ms.
Puri was the Pres i dent of the Fam ily
Plan ning Asso ci a tion of India.
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Mr. Sultan Aziz, Director APD, UNFPA

People in the headlines

Nepal’s population 

to reach 35 million 

by 2021
Accord ing to a report titled

“Pop u la tion Pro jec tions for Nepal,
2001-2021” pub lished by the Min is try
of Pop u la tion and Envi ron ment of
Nepal, the cur rent pop u la tion of 25
mil lion is set to increase to 35 mil lion
by 2021”. The report also pro jected the 
total fer til ity rate to go down to 2.8  in
2021 from 4 in 2001.

The National Cen sus-2001
con ducted by the Gov ern ment of
Nepal esti mated the coun try’s total
pop u la tion at 23 151 423, while the
coun try’s annual pop u la tion growth
rate was 2.24 per cent for the decade
from 1991 to 2001.

(Sources: Push Journal, 5 February
via news@ippf.org; Population
Projections for Nepal)
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Migration moving to forefront of population policy
discussion

The large flow of ille gal migrants,
the some times dif fi cult con di tions
they face in host coun tries and the
“lucra tive but trou bling” human
traf fick ing mar ket have brought
migra tion pol i cies to the fore front of
pop u la tion dis cus sions, a United
Nations expert said recently. 

The num bers of migrants needed
by devel oped receiv ing coun tries and
the poten tial num bers will ing to leave
poorer send ing coun tries are out of
bal ance, Mr. Joseph Chamie, the
Direc tor of the Pop u la tion Divi sion in
the United Nations’ Depart ment of
Eco nomic and Social Affairs, told a
press brief ing at the United Nations
Head quar ters.

Japan and most of Europe have
been fac ing labour short ages,
pop u la tion age ing and decline, and
fer til ity rates well below replace ment
lev els. “These have sig nif i cant
impli ca tions for pen sion schemes,
health care, edu ca tional programmes
and hous ing”, he said.

On the other side of the
demo graphic coin, migrants have been 
leav ing send ing coun tries because of

dif fi culty find ing employ ment at
home, but “the sup ply of the poten tial
migrants who are free to leave their
home lands sim ply exceeds man i fold
the demand which is set by the
receiv ing coun tries”, he said.

Draw ing a con trast, he said pop u la -
tion growth in the 15 mem ber
coun tries of the Euro pean Union was
300,000 for 2003 but in India, a sim i lar 
pop u la tion increase of 294,000 took
just seven days.

In Europe in the past, most
migrants moved north from south ern
Europe. Today the migrants,
espe cially those enter ing ille gally, are
not only less well-edu cated and skilled 
than the native pop u la tion, but are
often vastly dif fer ent eth ni cally,
rais ing con cerns about inte gra tion and
assim i la tion, he said, add ing that
recent suc cesses of the Euro pean
right-wing have been based on
oppo si tion to such migra tion.

The 9/11 attacks on the United
States of Amer ica, as well as
attacks else where, have caused a
tight en ing of entry pro ce dures in
sev eral coun tries. Mr. Chamie

noted that the Pro to col against the
Smug gling of Migrants by Land,
Air and Sea, a sup ple ment to the
United Nations Con ven tion against
Trans na tional Orga nized Crime,
had just entered into force, giv ing
Gov ern ments a legal tool against
traf fick ers.

(Source: United Nations News

Service, 28 January)

Migration has taken on greater
importance in recent years

PUBLICATION

Population, Space and Place; old newcomer...
Start ing from Jan u ary 2004, the

Inter na tional Jour nal of Pop u la tion
Geog ra phy (in print since Sep tem ber
1995) has been re-launched as
Pop u la tion, Space and Place. The new 
bimonthly jour nal intends to explore
all aspects of geo graph ical pop u la tion
research, includ ing the o ret i cal,
empir i cal and pol icy-rel e vant stud ies.
It will focus espe cially on vari a tions
across space and place. The jour nal
will cover devel oped as well as less
devel oped coun tries and review and
eval u ate the sig nif i cance of recent
research find ings, facil i tat ing debate
on issues of pol icy rel e vance.

A ref er eed jour nal, Pop u la tion,
Space and Place will aim at pro vid ing
a high qual ity forum for pop u la tion
research ers to assess and apply philo -
soph i cal and meth od olog i cal
devel op ments in the social and behav -
ioural sci ences, and dis cuss the future
course of pop u la tion research. The
new jour nal aims to build upon the
excel lence of its pre de ces sor in

inform ing pop u la tion research ers of
the best the o ret i cal and empir i cal
research on top ics related to pop u la -
tion, space and place.

Sev eral rea sons are behind this
re-launch (as explained by the edi tors
of the jour nal in a press release
dis patched on 20 Jan u ary).  The
major ity of papers sub mit ted to the
for mer Inter na tional Jour nal of
Pop u la tion Geog ra phy were, as the
name would sug gest, from pop u la tion
geog ra phers. How ever, the poten tial
for inter est ing and rel e vant results
from other dis ci plines was rec og nized
and the edi tors thus decided to broaden 
the scope of con tri bu tion and
read er ship. The new title was designed 
to attract sub mis sions from all those
inter ested in pop u la tion issues and
how they vary over space and place.

In addi tion to wid en ing the
dis ci plin ary focus of the pub li ca tion,
the edi tors also hope to attract
dif fer ent types of stud ies. While the
for mer jour nal had devel oped a

rep u ta tion for pub lish ing lead ing edge 
research, much of which tended to be
quan ti ta tive, the edi tors of the new
jour nal would also wel come more
qual i ta tive stud ies from a range of
the o ret i cal per spec tives.

The first issue (Jan u ary 2004) is
avail able online as a free sam ple copy
at:
http://www.interscience.wiley.com/jou
r nal.psp.

For fur ther infor ma tion, please con -
tact Jaida Har ris on +44 1243 770674 or 
by email at: fharris@wiley.co.uk.



Study: Investing in sexual health pays benefits

The long-term devel op ment ben e -
fits of invest ment in sex ual and
repro duc tive health were high lighted
in a report pub lished recently. The
report “Add ing it Up”, a joint pub li ca -
tion between the United Nations
Pop u la tion Fund (UNFPA) and the
Allan Guttmacher Insti tute (AGI) was
launched in early Feb ru ary at Lon don
by Dr. Ste ven Sinding, Direc tor Gen -
eral of the Inter na tional Planned
Par ent hood Fed er a tion (IPPF) and Dr.
Sharon Camp, direc tor of AGI.

In her speech, Dr. Camp empha -
sized how pro vid ing repro duc tive
health ser vices for the 200 mil lion
women around the globe who need
them would cost about USD3.9 bil lion
but could pre vent 1.5 mil lion mater nal
and infant deaths each year. It would
also avert 52 mil lion unin tended preg -

nan cies and pre vent 505,000 chil dren
from los ing their moth ers.

In an inter view, she pointed out
how this devel op ment impact could
only be real ized if rich coun tries, par -
tic u larly the United States of Amer ica
live up to the finan cial prom ises made
at the Inter na tional Con fer ence on
Pop u la tion and Devel op ment (ICPD).
At the moment this is not hap pen ing.
“As a result we are actu ally los ing
ground in some coun tries”, Dr. Camp
added.

The report is the first study of its
kind to syn the size all the research of
the last 25 years on the eco nomic
return on invest ment in sex ual and
repro duc tive health programmes.
Devel oped coun tries are com mit ting
only about half of what they prom ised
at the Cairo meet ing a decade ago.

Mean while, demand for the ser -
vices, which include pro vid ing
con tra cep tives, pre ven tion of sex u ally
trans mit ted dis eases includ ing
HIV/AIDS and mater nal and infant
health care, is grow ing.

The report proves that there is a
link between ful fill ing sex ual and
repro duc tive rights and eco nomic
devel op ment.  Keep ing women
healthy and pro vid ing con tra cep tives
to delay child birth and allow cou ples
to have smaller fam i lies also con trib -
ute to eco nomic growth and equal ity.

Ms. Thoraya A. Obaid, Exec u tive
Direc tor of UNFPA said “Money
invested in sex ual and repro duc tive
health ser vices will be repaid many
times over”. 

(Source: Push Journal, 3 February
via news@ippf.org)

New tool for

sharing population

and health

information

Through a grant from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foun da tion, the Wash -
ing ton-based Pop u la tion Ref er ence
Bureau has recently estab lished a new
tool for access ing and shar ing research
find ings rel e vant to less devel oped
coun tries. Enti tled “InfoShare”, this
elec tronic library will con sist of doc u -
ments sup plied by an ever-grow ing list 
of part ner orga ni za tions world wide
work ing in repro duc tive and child
health, HIV/AIDS and pop u la tion.
Already more than 60 such orga ni za -
tions pro vide input to InfoShare,
among which are the United Nations
Pop u la tion Fund, Fam ily Health Inter -
na tional, Johns Hopkins Cen ter for
Com mu ni ca tion Pro grams,  and Pop u -
la tion Coun cil.

Read ers inter ested in the lat est
research in the field of pop u la tion
and health can visit InfoShare’s
website at (www.phishare.org) and
browse through numer ous recently
pub lished reports organized by topic, 
coun try, region, lan guage and part -
ner orga ni za tion. It is also pos si ble to 
sub scribe to InfoShare’s monthly
e-mail news alert. For more infor ma -
tion, con tact by e-mail
phishare@prb.org

Cambodia launches national population
policy

The Gov ern ment of Cam bo dia
launched its first national pop u la tion
pol icy recently. The launch ing cer e -
mony was held in early Feb ru ary at
Phnom Penh in the pres ence of Prime
Min is ter Hun Sen and an assem bly of
gov ern ment offi cials, dip lo matic corps
and rep re sen ta tives from national and
inter na tional orga ni za tions.

Accord ing to a report released by
the Gov ern ment of Cam bo dia, the goal 
of the pol icy is to induce changes in
pop u la tion trends in order to bring the
size, com po si tion and dis tri bu tion of
the pop u la tion in line with the needs of 
sus tain able devel op ment for poverty
alle vi a tion and improve ment of the
quality of life of Cam bo dian cit i zens.

At the core of the pol icy is the right
for all cou ples and indi vid u als to
decide freely and respon si bly the

num ber, spac ing and tim ing of their
chil dren.

Cam bo dia, with a pop u la tion of
more than 13 mil lion, remains one of
the poor est coun tries in South-East
Asia. How ever, Cam bo dia has one of
the high est pop u la tion growth rates
among ASEAN coun tries at 2.49 per
cent. This rate is likely to trans late into
an increase of the size of pop u la tion by 
50 per cent over the next 20 years. 

“The National Pop u la tion Pol icy is
a pre req ui site tool for design ing
devel op ment pro gramme through
ensur ing accu rate data on pop u la tion”,
the Min is ter of the Coun cil of
Min is ters declared in his open ing
address.

(Source: Xinhua News Agency, 4
February)
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“Poverty increases risk of maternal
mortality”

A woman’s risk of dying dur ing or
soon after preg nancy increases the
poorer she is, accord ing to a study pub -
lished in the Lan cet, Reuters Health
reports of 3 Jan u ary. Dr. Wendy Gra -
ham and col leagues from the
Uni ver sity of Aberdeen in the United
King dom exam ined data from 11
house hold sur veys in 10 diverse devel -
op ing coun tries to for mu late
per cent age dis tri bu tions of women
accord ing to their pov erty-related char -
ac ter is tics and sur vival sta tus. The

research ers used a new method called
the “famil ial tech nique” to ana lyse the
responses.  The anal y sis showed sig nif -
i cant asso ci a tion in the coun tries
between women’s pov erty sta tus and
mater nal sur vival. As pov erty
increased, the per cent age of women
dying from non-mater nal causes
increased gen er ally and women dying
from mater nal causes increased con sis -
tently.

 (Source: Kaisernetwork.org, 6
Jan u ary)
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UNFPA launches
APD Newslet ter

As part of  the ongo ing UNFPA
effort to improve com mu ni ca tions and
infor ma tion exchange between its
head quar ters, field offices and part ner
agen cies, the Asia and the Pacific
Divi sion (APD) of the Fund has
launched a quar terly News let ter
start ing from Feb ru ary 2004.

Titled Asia and Pacific Divi sion
News, the elec tronic News let ter
cov ers major events tak ing place at
head quar ters and in the region. It also 
dis cusses achieve ments, chal lenges
and suc cesses of some coun try
offices.

In each edi tion, coun try reports
will be selected in alpha bet i cal order. 
The first issue of the News let ter
cov ers activ i ties under taken by
UNFPA in Afghan i stan, Ban gla desh,
Cam bo dia, China and the Dem o cratic 
Peo ple’s Repub lic of Korea. It also
includes a short report on the Fund’s
emer gency relief work for Iran
earth quake vic tims.

In addi tion to the News let ter, an
Asia and the Pacific Divi sion website 
(www.unfpa.org/asiapacific) will be
launched in early March.

New guidelines on HIV counseling and
testing launched

The United Nations Pop u la tion
Fund (UNFPA) and the Inter na tional
Planned Par ent hood Fed er a tion (IPPF) 
recently pub lished new guide lines for
programme plan ners, man ag ers and
ser vice pro vid ers on “Inte grat ing HIV
Vol un tary Coun sel ing and Test ing
(VCT) Ser vices in Repro duc tive
Health Set tings”.

The results from two dif fer ent
pro jects, con ducted in CÔte d’Ivoire
and India, indi cate that inte grat ing
VCT into sex ual and repro duc tive
health ser vices has expo nen tial
ben e fits: it reduces stigma asso ci ated
with HIV/AIDS, strength ens
aware ness of healthy sex ual
behav iour, and increases access to and
uti li za tion of ser vices.

Vol un tary coun sel ing and test ing
pro vides an effec tive means of
pre vent ing HIV trans mis sion and an
impor tant entry point for treat ment of
HIV-related ill nesses, pre ven tion of
mother-to-child trans mis sion,
tuber cu lo sis con trol, and psychosocial
and legal sup port.

The new guide lines reflect the
expe ri ences of these sites, as well as
those of sites in Kenya, Rwanda and
Ethi o pia. They were devel oped in

col lab o ra tion with a broad range of
part ners, and draw on inter na tional
lit er a ture of best prac tices.

The guide lines pro vide prac ti cal
infor ma tion on inte grat ing VCT for
HIV/AIDS within sex ual and
repro duc tive health ser vices, using a
stepwise approach that shows how to
effec tively plan, imple ment, mon i tor
and eval u ate an inte grated ser vice.

The guide lines are avail able in
Eng lish, French and Span ish, and can
be down loaded through the IPPF and
UNFPA websites (www.ippf.org  and
www.unfpa.org).

(Source: IPPF Press Release, 17
February)

Two small
boys in
Le sotho
or phaned
by AIDS
(Pic ture
of USAID)
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