
Increasing Community Capacity 

through Child Participation



HISTORY OF DISASTER 

DAMAGE IN VIETNAM

YEAR TOTAL 

DEATH

CHILDREN

KILLED

COMMENTS

1995 351 101 Very high %

1996 1128 166 Big disaster

1999 825 19 Big disaster

2000 762 357 Too high %

2002 355 275 Very high %

2006 339 40 Improved

2007 462 29 Improved



CHILDREN ARE VULNERABLE



SAVE THE CHILDREN ALLIACE
ÅSave the Children 

mission is to create 

lasting, positive changes 

in the lives of children in 

need. 

ÅIts interventions are 

centered on children, who 

are the most vulnerable 

group, especially in an 

emergency



PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Ensure that the most vulnerable 
communities, especially children, in 

disaster prone areas are better prepared 
to reduce the negative impact of natural 
disasters through building local capacity 
to conduct ñHazard ïVulnerability ï
Capacity Assessmentò (HVCA) and 

develop annual disaster preparedness 
and response plans with small-scale 
mitigation and prevention activities.



PROJECT PROFILE 
ÅProject Title: Consolidating 

community capacity in child-
focused disaster preparedness 
and response.

ÅFunding Organisation: European 
Commission Humanitarian Aid 
Office, Disaster Preparedness 
Programme (DIPECHO).

ÅLocation: 7 provinces: 
representing the North mountain, 
the coastal central and the 
Mekong delta
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Project structure

ü Project partners:

ïCentral  Committee for Flood and Storm control (CCFSC) and 
the Disaster Management Center (DMC)

ïCommittee for Population, Family and Children (CPFC)

ïVietnam Red Cross: (VNRC)

ïProvincial, district and commune peopleôs committees, 
provincial CFSC and other departments and social 
organizations Including PPFC and VNRC

ü Trainers:

ïDisaster Management Center (DMC)

ïCommittee for Population, Family and Children (CPFC)

ïRed Cross: Key trainers who participated in phase 1 and 2 

ïSave Children Alliance



STEPS FOR CHILD FOCUSED APPROACH

ÅDEVELOP MULTI-DIMENTIONAL  PARTNERSHIP 



Å Gained attentions from leaders to agree on child participation 

in Socio ecomomic plan integrated to DRR

STEPS FOR CHILD FOCUSED APPROACH Contô



ÅSelect children to participate in the project

ïEach commune select 20 children blancing boys 

and girls from grade 4 to grade 9. Often more 

chileren paricipate in this work including children 

unable to continue learning at school.

ïChildren in primary schools take lead in selecting 

their representatives to participate in the projects. 

ïChildren are voluntary to participate in the project 

with agreements of their parents and teachers.
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ÅChildren play an important role in different 

activities of project implementation

ïChildren meetings for preparing themselves to 

participate in the project activities, training on the 

basics of the CRC and DRR, child-led activities on 

Hazard-Vulnerability-Capacity Assessment (HVCA), 

ïChildren directly dialogue with adults about their 

needs and concerns during emergencies, 

ïChildren participate in the community monitoring of 

small-scale mitigation works.

STEPS FOR CHILD FOCUSED APPROACH Contô



Children participating in community 

planning in disaster preparedness

Å Community put children in better participation role: from 

paying attention to hearing their voice to making them 

participating in development of work plan


